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PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
Admitted Advocate of the High Court of South Africa with more than 30 years of litigation, alternative dispute resolution, property, housing, construction and public law experience. Substantial Road Accident Fund and personal injury litigation experience spanning approximately 15 years, including acting for both plaintiffs and the Road Accident Fund. Recognised for detailed preparation, persuasive oral advocacy, precise legal drafting and practical resolution of complex disputes involving liability, quantum, evidence, statutory interpretation and administrative decision making.
CORE LEGAL EXPERTISE
Road Accident Fund and personal injury litigation, including plaintiff and defence side matters.
High Court and Magistrates Court litigation, trials, opposed applications, reviews and appeals.
Legal drafting, pleadings, opinions, heads of argument, affidavits and settlement documentation.
Arbitration, mediation, conciliation and commissions of enquiry.
Property, housing, rental housing, sectional title, community scheme and land development disputes.
Construction related disputes, valuation objections, statutory tribunals and administrative law matters.
Labour dispute resolution, CCMA and Labour Court appearances.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Advocate of the High Court of South Africa | Litigation, Legal Drafting and Court Practice | Current and ongoing
Draft pleadings, notices, affidavits, opinions, heads of argument and other litigation documents for Magistrates Court and High Court matters.
Appear in the High Court in trials and applications, including complex and opposed matters requiring detailed legal argument and case strategy.
Conduct civil litigation across property law, contract law, commercial law, delict, administrative law and constitutional law.
Prepare matters for trial through evidence assessment, issue identification, witness preparation, pre-trial strategy and tailored trial technique.
Conduct reviews and appeals, including constitutional and administrative law matters for and against public bodies.
Road Accident Fund and Personal Injury Litigation | Approximately 15 years
Acted in Road Accident Fund matters for both plaintiffs and the Road Accident Fund, giving balanced insight into claimant and defendant perspective on litigation strategy.
Handled merits assessment, liability disputes, quantum preparation, expert evidence, settlement negotiations, trial preparation and court appearances.
Prepared and argued matters involving negligence, causation, apportionment, serious injury issues, loss of earnings, earning capacity, medical expenses, general damages and future care considerations.
Engaged with medico legal and actuarial evidence, including medical reports, industrial psychology reports, occupational therapy reports and actuarial calculations.
Drafted pleadings, particulars of claim, pleas, notices, pre-trial minutes, heads of argument, settlement documents and related RAF correspondence.
Applied the Road Accident Fund Act, applicable regulations, civil procedure, prescription, evidence and case law to advance or defend claims effectively.
Negotiated settlements and advised on litigation risk, prospects, quantum, evidentiary gaps and appropriate resolution strategies.
Developed a commercially sensible approach to RAF litigation through experience acting for claimants and for the Fund.
Alternative Dispute Resolution | IMSSA, AMSSA, Tokiso and related panels
Completed the IMSSA Arbitrators Course in 1996 and has conducted arbitrations since that time.
Completed the IMSSA Mediators Course in 1998 and a trainer course through IMSSA.
Served on the panel of the Independent Mediation Services of South Africa and later on the dispute resolution panels of AMSSA and Tokiso.
Conducted arbitrations, mediations, conciliations and commissions of enquiry across labour, commercial, housing, construction and community related disputes.
Completed the Relationship Building by Objectives course through AMSSA.
Served as adjudicator on Bargaining Council dispute resolution panels and on the Compensation Fund panel for COIDA related matters.
Completed an advanced arbitration course with the Association of Arbitrators, including international and construction arbitration components.
Conducted construction related arbitrations as a Master Builders Association panelist.
Housing, Land, Rental Housing and Community Scheme Disputes
Previously appointed as an adjudicator on the Housing Transfer Bureau Appeal Panel, serving in a dual mediator, facilitator and arbitrator role under the Conversion Act and related RETRO process.
Resolved housing disputes affecting various communities through mediation, facilitation, adjudication and formal rulings.
Served as an alternate member of the Rental Housing Tribunal until October 2016, dealing with landlord and tenant disputes under the Rental Housing Act, and delivered numerous rulings relating to rental housing disputes.
Served as mediator at the Rental Housing Tribunal, having completed the certified training course.
Previously appointed to serve as mediator and adjudicator on the Community Schemes Ombud Service panel for disputes involving owners, management bodies and interested parties.
Property, Construction, Development and Valuation Experience
Holds a Master of Science in Building in the field of Housing from the University of the Witwatersrand, with focus on social housing policy, security of tenure and informal settlement intervention policy.
My MSc dissertation examined intervention policies in informal settlements, including comparative experiences from the Philippines and Brazil, and I undertook a study tour to Brazil to inform the South African context.
Lectured at the University of Johannesburg in the Department of Real Estate on Law on Property Practice, Principles of Property Law and Property Marketing.
Covered legislation including the Physical Planning Act, Environment Conservation Act, Subdivision of Agricultural Land Act, Less Formal Townships Establishment Act, Prevention of Illegal Eviction Act, Sectional Titles Act and Rental Housing Act.
Appointed as Chairperson of Valuation Boards for the Gauteng Department of Development Planning and Local Government, ruling on objections by ratepayers to immovable property valuations.
Served as Deputy Chairperson of the Development Appeal Tribunal, which decided applications for land development.
Served as Panelist on the Gauteng Master Builders Association panel for construction related disputes.
SELECTED APPOINTMENTS, PANELS AND DISTINCTIONS
Advocate of the High Court of South Africa.
Experienced arbitrator and mediator with numerous arbitrations, mediations, conciliations and enquiries conducted over a long professional career.
Awards and judgments published in the Butterworths Law Reports.
Former adjudicator on the Housing Transfer Bureau Appeal Panel.
Former alternate member and mediator of the Rental Housing Tribunal.
Former mediator and adjudicator on the Community Schemes Ombud Service panel.
Former Chairperson of Valuation Boards for the Gauteng Department of Development Planning and Local Government.
Former Deputy Chairperson of the Development Appeal Tribunal.
Current board member of SANCA Nishtara Recovery and Wellness Centre.
Recently appointed Chairperson of the of the Appeal Committee of the Council for Built Environment (CBE).
Currently still a member of the TOKISO panel for commercial, labour and housing and property related matters, and most importantly certified for Rule 41A Mediations.
EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Master of Science in Building (Housing): University of the Witwatersrand | 2003 to 2005
Bachelor of Laws (LLB): University of the Witwatersrand | 1985 to 1987
BA (Law): University of Durban Westville | 1982 to 1984
National Senior Certificate: Lenasia High School | 1976 to 1981
IMSSA Arbitrators Course, 1996.
IMSSA Mediators Course, 1998.
IMSSA trainer course.
Relationship Building by Objectives course through AMSSA.
Advanced Arbitration Course through the Association of Arbitrators.
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